	Scottish Medicines Consortium [image: image1.emf]
	[image: image2.png]L TCAS

LONG -TERM CONDITIONS
ALLIANCE SCOTLAND

people not patients






	              

	Scottish Medicines Consortium Training Day

24th May 2011
Summary Report

 S

	
Background

The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) is responsible for providing advice to the NHS in Scotland on the value of new medicines and the patients for whom these would be of most benefit. It undertakes an evaluation of information provided by the pharmaceutical company, taking account of the views of experts and patient/service users organisations and publishes its advice on its website in the form of a Detailed Advice Document (DAD).

Patient/service user groups, voluntary organisations and healthcare charities can make their views known to the SMC via a Patient Interest Group(PIG) submission template, accessible on the SMC website’s public involvement page.

Results of a survey of organisations that had made submissions between 2005–2010 revealed that the majority of respondents (65%) thought it was quite easy to access information about the SMC process, with the remaining 29% finding it quite or very difficult to access information.
25% of respondents indicated that they thought the PIG template could benefit from some modification to make it easier for users groups to complete. 
In an effort to raise awareness of the aims and objectives of the SMC and explore some of the issues raised by user/patient groups in the survey a Training Day was held in May 2011.
Purpose

The purpose of the day was to:
· Raise awareness of aims and objectives of Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC).
· Raise awareness about how patient/service user groups can participate in and influence the SMC’s decision making process.
· Help inform patient groups/service users about the factors considered by the SMC in its decision-making process and the types of information SMC find most useful.
· Update on SMC’s Patient and Public Involvement Project.
· Review of SMC’s patient / user groups submission processes.

Structure
The day began with a series of  presentations from SMC staff and partners which gave an overview of -
· The SMC remit and process - Ms Angela Timoney,  SMC Chair 
· The Role and  Work of the Patient and Public Involvement Group -  Sheila Tunstall-James, Chair PAPIG  
· Role of the Association of British Pharmaceutical Industry - Sandra Auld Operations Director, ABPI

· New Drugs Committee Economic Evaluation of Medicines - Aileen Muir, Vice-Chair, SMC New Drugs Committee

· Patient Access Schemes - Anne Lee, SMC Chief Pharmacist

· Improving the Quality and Impact of Patient Interest Group Submissions - Marie McHenry SMC Public Involvement Officer

Copies of presentations will be available on SMC website shortly.


This was followed by a brief question and answer session.
Afternoon Session
Delegates (24) were allocated to small discussions groups, and asked to read, discuss and comment on the draft revised PIG template in small facilitated groups. Groups re-convened for a feedback session and closing remarks.



	Findings
Delegates’ evaluation.
The event was well received, with delegates finding the day ‘informative’, ‘useful’, and ‘worthwhile’  thus achieving it’s aim of raising awareness of the Scottish Medicine Consortium and how patient / service users groups can participate in and influence the SMC decisions making process. 

Whilst some delegates felt that there was a heavy emphasis on acronyms and a need for fewer or shorter breaks, these did not detract from the learning experience or the event itself.
“Learned a lot, so very worthwhile”.
Interactive Session –
The discussion groups proved to be useful, with delegates both gaining a greater understanding of the submission process and also providing valuable feedback on proposed changes to the PIG template.
Delegates Overall Impression -

· Much more user friendly

· Guidance notes – if you have submitted before don’t need to resend governing document.

· Hot tip - worthwhile if you pre-prepare information for some sections.

Recommendations -
· Clearer written guidance when answering specific sections/questions to help focus groups’ responses.

· Guidance notes to run alongside the relevant questions.
· Explanatory notes required so that groups know they can draw on experiences/information from both within and outwith the UK.

· Changes to the format of some questions - for example Q 13/ Q16 collapsed into table form, or merge Q16 and Q18. 

· Change the wording on Q11 to ensure that information provided by groups reflects quality of life issues and ‘about people being able to do what is important to them’.
Anything Missing 

· Need to be mindful that treatments may not be licensed meds.

· Equality and diversity issues?

· Develop online completion/submission facility

· See it as an evolving document, examples on the website.

· Flowchart?
Follow up
· Delegates comments to be incorporated into next draft of PIG submission template
· Revised template to be piloted and feedback used to refined template accordingly.



Appendix I

Organisations in attendance:
	

	HIV Scotland

	Multiple Sclerosis Society Scotland (MS)

	Myeloma UK

	Asthma UK (Scotland)

	Pain Concern

	British Heart Foundation Scotland

	Prostate Cancer Charity (Scotland) 

	Waverley Care

	Turner Syndrome Support Society (UK) TSSS 

	PMR-GCA Scotland 

	Melanoma Action and Support Scotland 

	Speak Easy

	Citizens Advice Scotland

	FMA UK (Fibromyalgia Association) 

	Migraine Action Association

	Migraine Action Association

	Healthcare Improvement Scotland

	Citizens Advice Scotland

	Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI)

	Scottish Medicines Consortium


